When there's a vacuum, leaders appear
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THE UPPER CANADIAN ANTIQUE SHOWCASE

by Jo-Ann Irving

theuppercanadian.com

The venue for The Old Montreal Antique Show —
the Bonsecours Market in the heart of Old
Montreal, a brilliant marriage of event and place.

I\/l O n SI e U r Stéphan Gagnon of Magog, Quebec, has reminded us

all that life is not a dress rehearsal. His debut promotion, The Old
Montréal Antique Show (OMAS), was, simply stated, a masterpiece. This
new maestro has raised the bar and I speculate that, in the future, OMAS
will be used as a point of reference for other shows at this level. No
expense was spared and no detail was overlooked. The chosen venue, the
Bonsecours Market, was a brilliant marriage of event and place.

I spoke to Stéphan in the days preceding the show. He told me that the
organizational process had taken ten months. Participation was by invi-
tation only, thus permitting artistic control for balance and tone. His mis-
sion: to raise public awareness of quality. Result: mission accomplished.

The roster of participants read like a who’s who of the trade. Their cre-
dentials: beavers and maple leafs. The beaver identifies a member of
CADA (Canadian Antique Dealers Association); the maple leaf, those who
have worked on the Canadian Antiques Road Show. I estimated that the
group of twenty-one dealers assembled, had a combined total of 630
years in the trade.

The Friday gala arrived and all was evident. The exterior of the build-
ing was canopied, the entrance resplendent with a red carpet. Clients
streamed in to the notes of Mozart, Mendelssohn and Bach played by a
quartet from the Conservatory of Quebec. Before long, there was a loud
din of chatter in both official languages. Hors d’ouevres were served,
accompanied by a delightful regional wine from the Monteregie, south of
Montreal. Truly “une affaire grande.”

The exhibition was laid out on two levels with access at both ends.
Each booth was walled, all devoid of clutter, less being more. The impact:
magnificent.

Featuring fine formal furniture and accessories were Douglas Stocks
(past president of CADA) of Maus Park Ltd., Paris, Ontario; Ernest
Johnson of Ottawa; Elleke Claasen van Steen, Goodwood, Ontario; and
Milord Antiques, Montreal. Overwhelmed by the task of choosing any
one piece to feature, I asked the experts.

Mr. Stocks offered for consideration a mid-eighteenth century, Louis
XV marble-topped commode, with a serpentine front with ormolu
mounts. Both beautiful and functional, it was listed at $26,900. Mr.
Johnson showed an exquisite display of silver. Especially sweet was an art
deco café-au-lait ensemble, hallmarked Sheffield 1936, made by George
Howson, with price upon request.

Elleke Claasen showcased an eighteenth-century Dutch fall-front sec-
retaire with canted corners and chinoiserie decoration. Once again, beau-
tiful and functional - offered at a price of $16,500. Milord Antiques had a
rare and exotic suite of furniture constructed from ebonized wood, ham-



